C272         THE LIFE OF THE SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.
Jehangir, to Vernag. It was at Acchabal that the Swami during an open-air meal suddenly announced to his companions his intention to go to Amarnath, in company with the two or three thousand pilgrims then en route for the Shrine. As a special privilege the Sister Nivedita was allowed to join him on the pilgrimage, so that she, as a future -worker, might have a direct knowledge and insight into that time-honoured religious institution of his country. It was settled later, however, that his other European disciples would accompany the party as far as Pahlgam and wait there for the Swami's return from the pilgrimage. Accordingly, returning to the boats, the start was made next afternoon, July the twenty-sixth, for Bawan, the first stopping-place on the way to the sacred shrine of Amarnath.